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 Purpose of Study

The purpose of this study is to perform a restaurant 

market analysis for the ideal restaurant for a 

specific location in Fishersville, Virginia. 
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After referring to the maps and collecting the 

data, our recommendation is to wait a few 

years to let the area continue to grow and the 

economy to recover. Since I-64 exit 91 

intersection is about to undergo an 

expansion to help handle the 20,000 cars per 

day, it will aid in expansion of the area. This 

number is projected to double within the next 

10 years or reach an estimate of about 

40,000 cars per day. This would meet the 

requirement for most restaurant traffic 

counts. Also, the extra time would allow Ivy 

Ridge to continue to grow and have more 

houses built giving the restaurant an 

immediate population base. The desired 

location meets all the land requirements 

necessary to place a restaurant. Once the 

area continues to grow and expand, we 

would recommend a middle income                                   

restaurant that is family oriented. 

 Zoning Map  

This map concludes that the largest percentage 

of the population is between the ages of 40-59 

containing about 30% of the population. The 

age groups between 0-19 and 20-39 each 

contained about 23% of the population. This 

was followed by the 60-79 age group with about 

18%. The last age group was the 80+ which 

contained about 5% of the population.

This map demonstrates that about 50% of the 

population has an income less that $50,000. The 

income level of between $50,000-99,999 

contains 40% of the population. The last 10% 

has an income over $100,000 a year.

The population change map shows that the area 

around Ivy Ridge is growing at a rate greater than 

1%. This shows that the area is up and coming 

and more development is expected as the 

population grows. 

The zoning map shows that the restaurant 

location is within the business zoning, therefore 

a restaurant can be placed in the desired 

location. The surrounding areas include 

industrial, business, and residential zoning for 

future development.
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 Introduction

The restaurant industry is the largest employer in 

the United States. Restaurants have steadily risen 

due to shifting demographics and changing lifestyles 

of people who like to go out to eat or get food 

prepared for them and bring it home to eat. 

However, restaurants, like most industries, are being 

hurt by the harsh economic conditions and have had 

to cut back on the number of employees to become 

more efficient and make enough profit to stay in 

operation. In 2009, the restaurant industry fell about 

0.3 percent and in 2010 it was down 1 percent. Yet, 

still in comparison with other industries this is not 

drastic. 

 Restaurant Criteria

Criteria for determining restaurant is as 

followed:

Customers are within a 15 minute drive

Trade areas must have a minimum of 

100,000 people

Land needs approximately 2 acres of 

commercial zoning

Traffic count should be around 30,000 A.D.T

 15 Minute Drive Buffer 

This map shows which cities are located inside 

the 15 minute drive. This feature meets the 

criteria given by  Allfoodbusiness.com and also 

numerous individual restaurant criteria.  The 

buffered area gives a good approximation of how 

far people are willing to drive in order to eat and 

what cities we can expect to get customers from.
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